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HONDURAS. 

Beportfrom Puerto Cortez — Fruit port. 

Puerto Cortez, Honduras, September Si; 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to make my report for the week ended Sep- 
tember 20, 1900, and inclose list of vessels inspected and cleared during 
the week. The health and sanitary conditions of the port and adjacent 
country continue very satisfactory. One death reported for the week, 
adult male, debility. 

Eespectfully, E. H. Peters, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

flncloBure.] 
List of vessels inspected and cleared during the week ended September SO, 1900. 



Date. 


Vessel. 


Master. 


No. of 
crew. 


Destination. 


Number 
of pas- 
sengers. 


Number 
pieces 

baggage 
disin- 
fected. 


Sept. 14 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 19 




Gait. 


18 
16 
32 


..do 

















do 














HUNGARY. 

AU vessels from Great Britain to be subjected to medical inspection. 

[Translation from Hungarian. — Eoyal Hungarian Maritime Government, No. 6221, 1900. 
Circular of the Eoyal Hungarian Maritime Government to all the officers of the port 
and their subordinates, as well as to the marine hospital at Martinschizza.] 

Fiume, September 5, 1900. 
The royal Hungarian minister of commerce, in conjunction with his 
excellency the prime minister, intrusted with the direction of the min- 
istry of the interior, and the Imperial Eoyal Austrian Government, by 
order No. 64485, under date of September 4, 1900, has ordered that all 
vessels arriving direct from Great Britain shall be subjected to a medical 
inspection. 
Published herewith for direction and guidance. 
For the governor : 

Csoke, 

Ministerial Counsellor. 
Frank Dyer Chester, 
United States Consul, Budapest, Hungary. 



INDIA. 

The cholera epidemic in Bombay. 

Bombay, August 2£, 1900. 

Sir: I have the honor to say that, believing that the Department 
should be apprised of the epidemic of cholera now prevailing in this 
city, I have cabled, on August 22, 1900, the following message: "Sec- 
retary of State, Washington: Cholera raging. — Fee, Consul." 

The cholera is of a very fatal type and is prevailing in all sections of 
the city, and generally throughout the famine area of western India. 
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At first it was mainly confined to the poorer classes, low caste or non- 
Erahmanical caste Hindoos, but it has now attacked all classes and has 
caused the death of many Europeans and missionaries. It seems to be 
the history of famine years to be attended by an epidemic of cholera. 
The low tone of the physical condition of the people at such times is 
doubtless conducive to the ravages of this disease. 

At Godhra, in the province of Gujarat, 13,000 people were employed 
on a government famine relief work. Cholera suddenly appeared at the 
camp, and in five days 3,000 people lay dead in the fields. The people 
became frightened and fled, spreading the germs of the disease where- 
ever they went. There had been a few cases in the city of Bombay 
before this, but it at once commenced to increase among the famine 
refugees who had flocked into the city, and in the early part of July, as 
I have informed the Department by my dispatch, dated July 27, 1900, 
it was declared epidemic, having reached a death rate of over 100 per 
week. For the week ended August 14 there were 339 deaths from 
cholera, which has suddenly arisen to 764 for the week ended August 
21, 1900, thus more than doubling in one week. 

The following gives the number of cases and deaths in this city from 
cholera during seven days from August 16 to August 22, 1900, inclu- 
sive : August 16, 85 cases, 116 deaths ; August 17, 107 cases, 114 deaths ; 
August 18, 134 cases, 116 deaths ; August 19, 136 cases, 121 deaths ; 
August 20, 137 cases, 98 deaths ; August 21, 143 cases, 106 deaths ; 
August 22, 92 cases, 77 deaths ; total, 834 cases, 751 deaths. 

On account of the heavy rainfall, which amounts to about 60 inches 
since the 1st of July, the general unsanitary condition of the city, the 
high price of foodstuffs resultant of the famine, the poorly sheltered, 
scantily clothed, and underfed condition of the poor class of the city, 
the outlook is not of especial promise. 

Eespectfully, William T. Fee, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

japan. 

Measures adopted in Japan for the suppression of plague. 

[Translated in this Bureau from report of the plague epidemic in Kobe and Osaka of 
1899 and 1900. By Prof. S. Kitasato and Drs. Takaki, Shiga, and Moriya.] 

As will be seen in law No. 36, of May 30, 1897, the duty of carrying 
out the law and of meeting the larger share of the costs falls upon the 
community. The central and local governments have the oversight of 
measures. The sanitary and medical management belong to the minis- 
try of the interior and its coadjutor, the central sanitary commission, 
which acts as an advisory body. A local sanitary commission is 
attached to each government presidency. The ministry of the interior 
includes a section for sanitary and medical affairs, to which are 
appointed 1 director, 1 government counsellor, 3 technical advisers, 
and 3 sanitary inspectors. Law No. 19, in regard to port quarantine 
against arrivals from foreign ports or Formosa was promulgated in 
February, 1899. 

As the first case which occurred in Hiroshima was undoubtedly due 
to infection from Formosa, the Government directed the port quaran- 
tine to be more stringently enforced. 

The plague bacillus which was imported into Kobe was apparently 
conveyed in ships' sweepings or in dirty merchandise. The Govern- 



